Process to Change a County's

Form of Government
(Title 17, Chapter 52a)

Resolution

(

Creating a study committee
to propose optional plan

]

Proposing an optional plan (only
counties of 500,000+ population

with the county commission form)

Election for study
committee formation

Special election on primary
or regular election date
(17-52a-304; 20A-1-204)

r

Voters approve

Appointment council formed 10-20
days after canvass (17-52a-401)

Appointment council appoints study
committee within 30 days (17-52a-402)

Study committee holds hearings and files written report
of proposal within 1 year after formation (17-52a-403)

|
r A

Proposal to retain form of Proposal to choose new
government (not available form of government

to counties with illegal
form of government)

through an eptional plan

N

Voters disapprove

Proposing an optional plan (only
counties of 500,000+ population
with the county commission form) |

f 1

Creating a study committee
to propose optional plan

File notice of intent
to gather signatures
(17-52a-303)

Signature Gathering

- 180 days to gather signatures
equal to 5% of voters who voted
in last presidential election
(17-52a-303)

Signature verification
- 30 days, county clerk
(17-52a-303)

——

Petition is valid Petition is invalid

TN

(Compliance Review

County or district attorney reviews,
within 45 days, to determine whether
proposed optional plan complies

with law (17-52a-406)

May modifiy and resubmit

r

Proposed optional plan
complies (17-52a-501)

1

\

Proposed optional plan
does not comply
(17-52a-406)

[
(1) County with population of
225,000+ or (2) county where
voters approved the study
committee by at least 60%

r

Resolution to submit
optional plan to voters

Election on optional plan at
next regular or municipal
general election
(17-52a-501)

[
County (1) with population of less
than 225,000 and (2) where voters
did not approve study committee
by at least 60%

)

Petition to submit
optional plan to voters

Signature verification
- 30 days, county clerk

—

(

Petition is valid

[ 1
Voters reject Voters adopt

optional plan

optional plan

)

Directly proposed optional
plan (legislative body or
petition)

May supplement signatures

Process ends

Petition is invalid — %

Only once the process ends
can a new process begin
(17-52a-301)

l
( A

May supplement signatures

Election of new officers at next
regular general election (17-55a-503)

Legislative body may not initiate
the process within 4 years after
an election on an optional plan
resulting from a process the

Voters may not initiate the
process within 4 years after
an election on an optional
plan resulting from a

Implemented and effective according to plan

legislative body initiated process voters initiated

[
Amendment of optional
plan by 2/3 vote of legislative
body (some changes subject
to voter approval) (17-52a-504)

)

Voter-initiated repeal to
revert to previous form

(not available to counties
that switched from an illegal
form of government)
(17-52a-505)

\

Initiating a new
process to change
the form of government
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